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BACKGROUND

Brazil’s wave of bombings, weapons thefts,
bank robberies, and assassinations has been an
urban phenomenon. Most of the bombings, for
example, have occurred in Sao Paulo, with ex-
tremists very active also in Rio de Janeiro and to
a somewhat lesser degree in Recife, Porto Alegre
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and other large Brazilian cities.

Special Report

There were over thirty bombings or bombing
attempts in Sao Paulo between March and De-
cember 1968. Most of the explosions occurred in
the early morning hours—perhaps to avoid need-
less deaths. At times, however, bystanders have
been injured or killed, and in several cases damage
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to buildings has been considerable. Among the
targets have been US government and business
olfices, police and army hcadquarters, public
utilities, newspapers and commercial offices, and
a Soviet consulate.

In the ten-month period, a US Army captain
in Sao Paulo and a West German officer in Rio
were gunnced down in the street. An attempt was
made on the living quarters of the US defense
altaché in Rio, and the residence of the state
sccretary of health in Sao Paulo was bombed.
Terrorists shot at the residence of liberal Arch-
bishop Dom Helder Camara in Recife and kid-
naped for a few hours a former diplomat in the
Goulart administration. In addition to this type
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of attack, many criminals havce
been slain in Rio and Sao Paulo,
ostensibly by a band of police
officers that the press labels the
“Dcath Squad.” Sao Paulo has
suffered from a record number
of bank and payroll holdups,
many of which have been traced
to Communist-lin¢ revolution-
ary groups. Even more alarming
arec the continuing thefts of
arms and explosives.

There is cvery indication
that many groups are responsi-
ble for the violence. Consider-
able evidence suggests that
groups such as the Marighellistas
arc using bank robberies as a
means of financing their “revo-
lution” for Brazil. It sccms un-
likely, however, that Commu-
nists would bomb a “New Left”
theater or fire shots into the
residence of a liberal Catholic
archbishop.
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